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SECRET STATE 205632 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MNUC GW SF PARM 

SUBJECT: FRG AND SOUTH AFRICAN NUCLEAR QUESTION 
REFS: (A) BONN 13825; (B) BONN 13580 (NOTAL) 

1 . FRG MINISTER-COUNSELOR SCHAUER CALLED ON DEPUTY UNDER 
SECRETARY FOR SECURITY ASSISTANCE NYE ON AUGUST 25 TO 
INFORM US OF FRG'S PLANNED RESPONSE TO SOVIETS RE SOUTH 
AFRICAN NUCLEAR PROGRAM. 

2. SCHAUER SAID THE FRG INTENDS TO ANSWER THE BREZHNEV 
NOTE WHICH AMBASSADOR FALIN DELIVERED TO FOREIGN MINISTER 
GENSCHER IN THE SAME MANNER IT WAS DELIVERED, I.E., ORALLY 

SECRET 
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AND WITH A NON-PAPER DELIVERED TO GROMYKO THROUGH THE FRG 
AMBASSADOR IN MOSCOW. THE NON-PAPER WOULD THANK BREZHNEV 
FOR THE MESSAGE, POINT OUT THAT THE FRG AS A PARTY TO THE 
NPT IS ALSO CONCERNED ABOUT THE POSSIBILITY OF A SOUTH 
AFRICAN NUCLEAR TEST, AND FAVORS A CTB. THE NON-PAPER 
WOULD NOTE THAT SOUTH AFRICA HAS ASSURED THE FRG THAT IT 
DOES NOT INTEND A TEST EXPLOSION AND THAT ITS NUCLEAR 
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PROGRAM IS ONLY FOR PEACEFUL USES. THE FRG NON-PAPER WILL 
POINT OUT FURTHER THAT THERE IS NO FRG-SOUTH AFRICAN 
COOPERATION ON A NUCLEAR PROGRAM AND THAT ALLEGATIONS TO 
THE CONTRARY IN THE SOVIET PRESS ARE NOT HELPFUL TO FRG- 

USSR RELATIONS. 

3. DR. NYE STATED THAT THE US HAS TRIED TO KEEP IN CLOSE 
TOUCH WITH ALL THE MAJOR SUPPLIERS. WE ARE GRATIFIED BY 
BONN'S COOPERATION AND CONSIDER IT SIGNIFICANT THAT THE 
MAJOR SUPPLIERS HAVE STUCK TOGETHER. SCHAUER SAID HE 
UNDERSTOOD THERE WERE RECENT INDICATIONS THAT SOUTH AFRICA 
MIGHT SIGN THE NPT. DR. NYE SAID YES, REFERRING TO PRIME 
MINISTER VORSTER'S AUGUST 25 PUBLIC STATEMENT THAT SOUTH 
AFRICA WAS CONSIDERING JOINING THE NPT AND WAS PLANNING 
CONSULTATIONS WITH THE US ON THE SUBJECT. 

4. SCHAUER ASKED WHETHER THE US HAD REPLIED TO THE SOVIETS. 

NYE INFORMED HIM THAT THE ACTING SECRETARY HAD REPLIED 
THROUGH AMBASSADOR DOBRYNIN EARLIER THIS WEEK. NYE SAID 
THAT THE US PLANNED TO GET BACK TO THE USSR AND WOULD ALSO 
BE IN TOUCH WITH THE FRG. PROBABLY AT ABOUT THE SAME TIME, 

AFTER FURTHER DISCUSSION WITH THE SOUTH AFRICANS. FURTHER 
RESPONSES TO THE USSR WOULD NOT BE DEFINITIVE BUT WOULD BE 

A PART OF CONTINUING CONSULTATIONS ON THE MATTER. CHRISTOPHER 
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